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Slaying of

By JON M. CREWDSON -

Spectal to Thas Naw Yk Tames
WASHINGTON, Jan, 3—The
killing of Richard 8. Welch,
the Central Intelligence Agen-
‘ev's chicf in Athens who was
sf’x'ot by gunmen there Dec.
‘23, has intensified a debate
.over tha extent to which disclo-
sures by Congressional com-
mittees and critics of the C.LA.
have damaged the agency's
overseas operations and endan-
gered employees. .

Recent revelations. that the
C.LA. has been funneling erms
ard money to anti-Communist
tactions in Angola and Portu-
gal, despite assurances from
President Ford that the investi-
gations had made such covert
intervention impossible for the
moment, indicate that at least
some of the C.LAs traditional
modes of_operation have been
little affected by the publicity.

Of more importance is the
question “whether the murder
of Mr. Welch was a result
of the recent publication of
the identities of dozens of
C.1.A. operatives, including the
late Mr. Welch, by official and
unofiicial sources. ’ .
_Athens Papér Printed Identity

The name of Mr. Welch, the
first C.LA. officer killed since
the current investigations be-
gan and ‘the highest-ranking
of the 32 said to have met
that fate, was included in .2

list of CJIA. officials living
in Groece that was published
in an Athens newspaper. about
a month belore he  was shot.

Where the neswspaper ob-
tainred the names, is unclear.
‘But some officials including!

William E. Colby, Director of
Central Intelligence, were quick
to note that XMr. Welch and
other C.I.A. station chiefls were
jdentified in a recent issue of
Counter-Spy, a nagazine put
out by & small group that says
it is ‘dedicated. to reforming
the C.1LA. :

Though there is no apparent
connection betwesen - Counter-
Spy and the Athens murder,
the question of whether such
.publicity does endanger lives
seems cerlain to persist over
the next few mwonths. The
Senate Intcliigence .Committee,
which has already named some
C.LA, officials, is expected to
ideatify others, and Counter-
Spy has also said it will do
likewise in its February issue,
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" Some Legislative Effects
Counter-spy is a publication

“s orpanizing committee fory ! ) - .
of the organizing cor ; | lmclucia posing as business exa- - -

the Fifth Estate, a small group,
of low-leval American intelli-
gence operatives and others as-
sociated with the anti-Vietnam
war movement. :

“The committee depends on
sales of the magazine and indi-.
vidual contributions to finance
its activities, which it says are
directed at exposing covert
American intelligence activities
against Jeftist groups and Gov-
-ernments. ' S

The murder of Mr. Welch
may well have some effects
in law. There has been a report
that the C.LA. is planning to
cite. the murder in lobbying
Congress for lesg stringent leg-
islative restrains on national
lsecurity activities .than the

House and Senate investigating

committees are likely fo pro-
pose.” : -
" Representative Robert  H.
Michel of Illineis, the Bouse
Republican whip, has said he
will introduce legistation mak-
jng it a Federal crime to publish
the true identity of-dny Ameri-
can intellizence agent working
under cover, -
Underlying the debate sur-
rounding Mr. Welclh’s murder
is 1he reality that much about
the .clandestine ~services, the
secrst sider of the CILA., is
not very secret and that the
style of tife and responsibilities
of a C.LA. station chief as-
signed to a foreign capital are
more than a little revealing
of his true role. . - .
" The disclosure of a CIA.
station chief’s identity Is not

a recent event, C
- Before going to Athens, for
example, Mr, Welch headed the
C.1.A. station in Lima, Peru,
where less than a year ago
a daily newspaper reportedly
rrevealed his agency relation-
iship, American correspondents
stationed in India in the carly
1660's remembar the name of
Harry ‘A. Rositzke, then chief
of station in New Dethi, ap-
pearing in 2 left-wing publica-
tion named Biiiz,

Seme Ate in ‘Dezp Cover’

The C.I.AS covert eperatives
fall into two general categories,
those who work undar “desp
cover” and others including all
of the agency’s high and]
middle-level executives like Mr.
SWelch, whose cover is consider-

_ ably less shrouded.

. The deep-cover agents, .of
whom there are perhaps 500,
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extremely well-protected.
e wh

fare
i neir guz identitics,
cutives, importers
lance. journalists, carefully
devejoped and nurtured aad
difficult to penetrate. .

So far as is known, oxly
one deep-cover C.IA, opsrative
has been publicly exposed in
the last two years, and not
in connection with the curreat -
investigations. . .

C.I.A. officers working under -
the far more “‘official” cover
“can pose as employees of near-
ly any Federal agency, but most
often pass themszlves off, like.
Mr. Welch and neerly all other
station chiefs, ‘as members of *
the diplomatic delegation to°
the ‘countries in which they .
are stationed. - - : 5

A CJILA. station chisf in a”
foreign capital is almost always |
identified as, a medium-to-high.’
ranking. diplomat in the State
Department’s Biographic Regis-
ter and its Foreign Service lisi:
of personnel assigned to over-
scas posts. .

But even -those . documents|
contain clues dtmost unmis-l
tzkable to the trained eye—to]
“his real identity. - |
“The State Department refuses!
to - classify C.LA. personnel
working under diplomatic cover
zs regular Yoreign Service oifi-
cers, but instead designates
them:- as reserve officers. Ac-
cording to some, this is a touch
of diplomatic snobbery. But
mote likely it is because, 23
ne deparimental official: sug-
gested recently, diplomatic cov
icr was never intended as &

and free-

are

Curbs on Information
The current Biographic Rzg-
jster, which a State Depart-
ment spokesman said might not
be relssued because of new
legistation Jimiting the personil
information that & b2 p
Jished about Governmant OIi-|
cials, lists Mr. Welch as an
RU-3, or third-class reserve cf-
ficer, unlimited. - -

The Foreign Service list,
whese publication is not ex-
pected to be wffected by the
Privecy Act, as the new law!

te on‘Leaks’-

.15 called] will continue to carry

such designations. .

past editions of the iist, in
addition to showing M2 Weich
as an RU-3 international rela<
tions officers at his previous

post in Peru, have iisted Hird
:Celby himseli, while head off

“significant” disguise. ]
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thz pacification program !
Vietnam in the laie 1950’s, 25:
an R-1, and William K. Harvey.
the C.I.A. station chief in RamSs
a decade aZo, as an R-2 peliti-
cal officer. TR
The list, published three times
o year, is not a\l—mclusz'-'e,
howevet; perhaps deliberately
so. The Junel 1974 issue, IOT
example, contains the name of
David E. Murphy, then the sia-
tion chief in Paris, wha is listed
las zn R-1 special assistant o
‘tha Ambassador, but nas no
imention of Cerd Meyef, then!

— o
favammongusts

chief of the London station.

Not all reserve officers are
cLA. employces, But that de=
signation, along with-a career
history that includes overseas
Eassignmems exclusively to an
iembassy's political or econot-
lic staff, “furloughs” 'to other
‘Government agencies zad unex-

iplained lapses in diptomatic -

lpostings is a fair indication
iof involvement in intelligence
‘work. . :
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